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COUNT ME IN — WEST AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE ROUND 21 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [10.02 am]: I 
wish to inform members that this Saturday, 16 August, the Disability Services Commission, the West Australian 
Football Commission and the Department of Sport and Recreation are promoting support for a more inclusive 
and accessible community during round 21 games of the West Australian Football League. Round 21—the 
Count Me In round—is an endorsement of the state government’s Count Me In aspiration that “we all live in 
welcoming communities that facilitate citizenship, friendship, mutual support and a fair go for everyone”. The 
Count Me In round will serve as a reminder to people that everyone can enjoy the benefits of being part of a 
sports club as either a player, on the sidelines or behind the scenes. There is a wealth of benefits associated with 
being part of a club, and the Count Me In round aims to highlight those. 

I encourage my parliamentary colleagues to attend a WAFL game of their choice this Saturday to celebrate 
Count Me In. Round 21 games promoting Count Me In are: Peel versus West Perth at Bendigo Bank Stadium in 
Mandurah; Perth versus East Perth at Lathlain Park in Lathlain; Subiaco versus Claremont at Medibank Stadium 
in Leederville; and Swan Districts versus South Fremantle at Steel Blue Oval in Bassendean. All the Count Me 
In WAFL games start at 2.05 pm. Each host club will hold its own Count Me In promotional activities; I, 
personally, will be attending the Peel versus West Perth game in Mandurah on this occasion. In addition, at 
Medibank Stadium in Leederville, two teams from the WA Amateur Football League’s integrated football 
program will play a demonstration game at 5.00 pm. The game will be played by Kingsway and Coolbinia West 
Perth. 

I am a proud patron of the integrated football program. The program is now in its sixth season and was 
established in 2009 for people with intellectual disability who enjoy Aussie Rules football and want to play. I 
have witnessed firsthand the dedication of its staff and volunteers who work tirelessly to ensure it continues to 
foster involvement and participation of people with disability in community sport. 

The Count Me In round is a first for the Disability Services Commission; I hope it will be the first of many 
partnerships to promote inclusion and accessibility in sport in the future. I hope members and their families and 
friends will be able to support this important initiative on Saturday. 
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